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Restoring Wildflower Meadows - Common Reasons for Not
Succeeding

Meadow restoration, when successful, can be
extremely rewarding but it is not an easy
process and success if not guaranteed.
Outlined here are some of the reasons why a
meadow restoration may be considered
unsuccessful - it is by no means exhaustive
and the issues are often interlinked. We have
suggested some ways that a restoration might
be successful the second time around.
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Protecting plants - slugs

Slugs can decimate young seedlings and eat
seeds. Although associated with damp
weather, slugs will also move through dewy
grassland in the early mornings and if the
winter has been warm there may be a higher
number of slugs that have survived. There are
a number of different options for slug control
but, unfortunately, it is not always
achievable:

e if slugs are known to be prevalent in
the area before restoration, then it
might be a better course of action to
find another site with lower slug
levels. This could be one of the
considerations that is built into the
development of a wildflower
restoration or creation plan.

e plant out more sturdy plants that have
several true leaves or a good base
rosette. Plants of this size are less
likely to be eaten by slugs than
smaller seedlings.

e encourage natural predators such as
birds, hedgehogs, frogs, toads,
ground-beetles and slow-worms. A
nearby pond is good habitat for these
predators and habitat piles could be
located along hedgerows to act as a
refuge for wildlife during the day.

e hand-picking slugs and snails on a
warm moist evening from transplanted
plug plants. They should either be
taken a long way away from the
plants, or killed humanely in very hot
water.

e traps can be set for slugs, such as a
sunken container filled with beer or
scooped-out halves of oranges or
grapefruits with the skin side up to
encourage slugs to congregate
underneath. These are best placed
close to plug plants to draw the slugs
away. The traps should be checked
regularly and any caught slugs
removed. This method would only be
effective in small areas.

There are two methods of slug control that
may have undesirable effects on other
wildlife. Although these methods are
suggested by the horticultural industry, we do

not advocate using them on a wider scale:

e there is a biological control
“Nemaslug” which is a microscopic
nematode (eelworm) that is specific
to molluscs infecting them with
bacteria that causes a fatal disease. It
does not affect any other animals or
invertebrates. It can be purchased
from some garden centres and is
applied by putting the nematodes into
solution and watering the soil. It best
applied in the early evening onto
moist warm soil (spring and early
autumn) that is well-drained. It may
not work so well on clay based soils.
Nematodes can be too effective,
removing slugs and snails from an area
which are the food source for much
wildlife. This could cause an
imbalance in the local ecosystem and
you may find that natural predators
move away to find food elsewhere.
The consequence of this may cause
problems for natural control in the
future. If you decide to use
nematodes, always read the
instructions before purchase and use
and be aware that they can cause
harm to other molluscs, such as
freshwater mussels.

e slug pellets are a chemical control.
They are a poison and pellets
containing metaldehyde can cause
severe harm to other wildlife, pets
and people if accidentally eaten. They
can also be a major cause of water
pollution. There are organic pellets
available which contain ferric
phosphate which is relatively non-
toxic for animals, but there is always
a risk. As with biological control, if
slug pellets are too effective they can
cause an imbalance in the natural
predator community. If you decide to
use slug pellets, always read the
instructions before purchase and use
so that the pellets are used most
effectively, and be aware that the can
cause serious harm to wildlife.

Once seedlings have grown into a small plant
with 5-6 proper leaves they are more resistant
to slug damage.
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If you have tried restoring wildflowers but
have not succeeded then do consider trying
again but make sure that some of the common
issues encountered above are considered in

your plans.
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