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Clay Farms

 Farm Manager for the Clay family for 14 years

e Currently 2800ac arable and beef farm in Wye
Valley

* Part of larger estate, inc woods, shoot and gardens
 Av field size is 12ac.

* Most grass Permanent Pasture

e 100 suckler cows, finishing progeny

* Some Grass let out



History of grassland

* More grass as we increase in size
e Spread throughout the estate, not linked
* Used HLS to increase returns

* Extensive beef finishing, using as much grass as
possible

e Change in Stewardship and Beef carcass



Stewardship

ELS/ HLS Feb 2006

Full package of options

Low or no input grass

Arable Reversion on river meadows
Breeding waders

End of term review

Break from stewardship

Higher tier CS, Jan 2017

Getting the river meadows to work



Bottom R Mdw.B./02

Bottom R Mdw.A/01




“Gardens”

* Expanding area

* Bagged seed on % acre

* Desire to scale up

* Imported hay strewing

* Removing fertility and Weeds
* Trials with establishment

* Green hay strewing

* Machinery



Field scale establishment










Field scale establishment
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Field scale establishment

* CS option
* 2 scenarios
* Bespoke bagged seed

e Establishment
* July Meeting
e Grassland rake
 Stubble rake
e Grass removal

* Intersting results









Cattle

* Earlier finishing means more concentrate
* Desire to use more grass again

* Native Breeds

e Ultimate aim to get closer to the market
* Quality product









Ve aiews

www.herefordshiremeadows.org.uk

LUNCH


http://www.herefordshiremeadows.org.uk/

