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Grazing abilities of different types of livestock 

Traditional and native breeds tend to do better than modern ones on nutrient poor swards.

Such breeds will fare better on poorer forage, as they have slower metabolisms but will take 
longer to finish

Age and upbringing affects rumen function, as the gut adapts to the types of forage 
encountered

Breed and upbringing (background) also affects constitution and temperament–some breeds 
are noted for hardiness or docility. Upbringing can also affect feeding preferences through 
experience and influence behaviour
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Cattle 
Should be carefully supervised if they have access to Yew
Bracken causes most instances of poisoning in cattle during drought years
A massive ingestion of acorns can kill cattle
Sheep 
Instances of death by poisoning are rare amongst sheep and seem to occur only when grass is inadequate, as in 
times of drought, overgrazing, or when there is lying snow.
Be especially aware of fly-strike in sheep
Equines 
Particular care is needed to ensure pasture and hay are free from Ragwort and Yew should be fenced off where 
possible. 
Goats 
Rhododendron can cause death in rare cases 
Pigs 
The various toxins and carcinogens in bracken do not seem to affect pigs as they do other animals
Acorns are not poisonous to pigs.



Registered Charity No. 269442



Registered Charity No. 269442



Registered Charity No. 269442



Registered Charity No. 269442



Registered Charity No. 269442



Registered Charity No. 269442



Registered Charity No. 269442



Registered Charity No. 269442



Registered Charity No. 269442



Registered Charity No. 269442



Registered Charity No. 269442

Comparison of goats and sheep
Similarities
1. Goats and sheep are similar size.
2. Free-ranging goats and sheep become hefted to an area.
3. Both have selective feeding habits.
4. Extensive, ranging goats and sheep have low water requirements.
5. If kept on hard, rocky ground, hoof trimming is unlikely to ne necessary; otherwise,
both types of animal will require routine foot care.
6. Similar teeth development and wear sequences.



Differences
1. Goats are relatively long-legged, depending on breed and more agile than sheep.
2. Goats can travel further than sheep (in part because they are selective feeders),
especially towards the evening.
3. Goats are able to climb low branches of trees.
4. Goats are more discriminating than sheep in terms of feeding habits. This may allow
them to select parts of poisonous plants with relatively low levels of toxins.
5. Goats browse much more than sheep, including mature heather.
6. Goats are not susceptible to fly strike, although Angora goats with their long woolly
hair may be an exception.
7. Goats are able to recycle the urea they produce and can go for long periods without
drinking; however goats should always have access to a suitable water supply.
8. Goats require proper (overhead and preferably windproof) shelter.
9. Goats do not require shearing, except Angora goats, which require twice yearly shearing.
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Bagot Goat Example: North Norfolk District Council (NNDC) 
The herd is used to graze the cliff at the popular seaside resort of Cromer and the animals have come to be 
known as “the goats on a slope”.

In 2015 we were having a problem with rat infestation on the cliff and litter getting embedded in the grass and 
snagged on bushes. Tried mechanical clearing, but it this was very expensive. 

Goats suggested as the manager had previous experience of using goats for conservation grazing, however 
there was some local resistance at the outset, primarily because of concerns that the goats would cause 
erosion.

A non breeding herd of Bagots were initial introduced they were selected due to being hardy. A breeding herd
has subsequently been established.

The goats move off the cliff at Cromer during some of the winter months, but are used on other sites including 
a heathland SSSI. 
The results:
North Norfolk Wildlife Trust has surveyed the cliff and found it clear of troublesome brambles, with indigenous 
plants thriving and a kestrel has been spotted hunting the cliff face. 
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RBST Primitive 
Produce Project 
• RBST launched the Primitive Produce 

project at the end of 2018
• To prove not only that each of our 

primitive breeds of sheep has a 
distinctive flavour of its own but also 
that these, the smallest of our native 
sheep breeds, could be a profitable 
option for farmers and smallholders 
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Cattle
Differing breed types to suit variable conditions

• Hardy
• Thrifty
• Placid temperament 
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Types of equine

Special characteristics and suitability in conservation situations
1. Hardy breeds adaptable to a range of difficult environmental conditions and can 
tolerate
inclement weather and biting insects.
2. Ponies grazing a mosaic of habitats show signs of mineral deficiency when grazed year 
round
without supplements.
3. Free-ranging animals are adaptable to a range of food types.
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Using native ponies for conservation grazing
• Equines are selective grazers, creating vegetation mosaics with shortly grazed patches interspersed with 

areas of undisturbed vegetation, and they can be useful for slowing down scrub encroachment through 
browsing. 

• Using equines on softer ground can create bare patches which in moderation benefits various species. 
Smaller native breed ponies are suitable for grazing on softer soils as their foot size and agility helps to 
reduce poaching making them ideal where larger breeds or species may not be viable.

• The possibility of additional grazing allows breeders to run on stock that may not have been possible and 
it allows our native equines to prove themselves in habitats with which they may not have been 
associated previously, increasing their reputation for versatility. 

• Conservation grazing provides an outlet for ponies who may not be suited to a ridden or driven career as 
well as youngsters and breeding individuals.

• British native equines graze a myriad of habitats the length and breadth of the country. From Dartmoor 
ponies on the cliffs of Dover, Eriskays in Cumbria, Exmoors in Yorkshire, Fells in the Lake district and 
Highlands in the Highlands, whether in their native range or miles from home they perform important 
roles. They maintain condition easily, can withstand the worst of British weather and survive and thrive 
in various habitats.
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Using pigs in conservation grazing
Wild and domestic pigs were once common in the British woodland landscape. Traditional British breeds such as 
Gloucester Old Spot, Oxford Sandy and Black, British Saddleback or Tamworth pigs tend to be hardier, more suitable for 
feeding on a variety of food foraged for themselves and some are less prone to sun burn. 

Unfortunately, many see pigs as destructive, however they do not uproot everything. They willingly graze, browse and 
consume berries and fungi, help to create and maintain a mosaic of bare ground, herb rich pasture and shrub layer. 

Their rooting behaviour can clear dense ground vegetation such as bracken, reducing the need for weed control and 
creating seed beds for natural regeneration.

Stocking Density has a big impact as does timing.

The beneficial effects of pigs in conservation grazing and land management are many and include: 
Acting as a natural predator for invasive species, reducing ground layer density, increasing dead wood percentage, 
breaking up soil, generating nesting materials and clearing or thinning vegetation.
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Wyre Forest: Dense oak stands in the Wyre Forest were opened up to restore old coppice plots relying on 
natural regeneration. Pigs have also been used in areas cleared of hemlock to intensively clear seedlings and 
saplings, and to break up the ground in preparation for planting or natural regeneration of native broadleaves. 

New Forest: Around 200 and 600 pigs are used to carry out a practice known as Pannage each autumn. This 
involves releasing domestic pigs in woodland so that they feed on fallen acorns, beechmast, chestnuts or 
other nuts. 

Burnham Beeches: Pigs were used in management for 15 years, each autumn, a small number of pigs were 
used in the wood pasture system to create bare patches of ground through rooting behaviour. Producing seed 
beds suitable for ruderal species, exposed dormant heather and enabled other seeds to germinate. Also used
for Bracken control.

Dunlossit Estate: Bracken control in variety of different habitats including moorland, coastal woodland, 
coppiced woodland and rape fields. 

Rhododendron Management: Pigs are also useful in the management of Rhododendron, supporting 
management by improving access to the woodland floor for silviculture to commence. 
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Conservation Grazing and Breed Success

The breed attributes and their ability to thrive in conservation grazing systems
has led to breeds being successful

Native Breed Supplement

Ag Bill



Further Reading
https://www.rbst.org.uk/Pages/Category/gap-resources

Breed Profiles Handbook
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13vQcYreLLqxXCJ5049K718lCdC
JbJovz/view

https://www.rbst.org.uk/Pages/Category/gap-resources
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13vQcYreLLqxXCJ5049K718lCdCJbJovz/view



