
Herefordshire Meadows

Wood Meadows

1. Traditional wood meadows in mainland Europe
2. Forms of wood meadow in Britain.
3. New wood meadows.



Wood-pasture in 

Herefordshire: 

Moccas Park



Pollard wood-meadows

Coppice wood-meadow



Managing a coppice wood-meadow

Woodland rotation
20 years

Meadow rotation
Annual



Wood-meadows 

in Sweden

Meadow in woodland, Slovenia

Meadow and leaf-fodder trees, Bulgaria

Military orchid





Estonian 
wood 

meadows
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Estonian 
wood 

meadow



Wood meadows in Britain?

Were they really unknown, or simply not 
known as wood-meadows?



George Clausen

Day Dreams, 1883.



The Pricke of Conscience window, 

All Saints, York. 

Medieval stained glass, c.1410 
Illustrating a 14C poem about the 

last 15 days of the earth



Lincolnshire. Land of Erneis de Burin

In Hatune [Hatton, central Lincolnshire] there are 5 caracutes of land 

assessed to the geld. There is land for 8 teams. There are 15 

sokemen and 10 bordars there with 4 teams, and 100 acres of 

meadow, and 230 acres of underwood.

Example from 

The Lincolnshire 

Domesday 

Book, 1086



James Bateman

Haytime in the Cotswolds 

1939



Lower Woods, 

Wickwar, 

Gloucestershire.

A broad ride, known 

as a trench, mown 

for hay



Bastow Wood, 
Wharfedale.

Pennine summer-
grazed woodland on 

limestone



St John the Baptist, 

Hope Bagot, 

Worcestershire.

A fine churchyard 

meadow with trees



Creating wood meadows

Starting from woodland by 
creating grassland

Starting from grassland by adding 
trees and shrubs

Starting from arable by creating 
everything

Meadows at Melverley, Shropshire.

Traditionally meadows had boundary trees.



Swanton Novers Wood, Norfolk



Monks Wood NNR

Meadow created c1941 in woodland



Wyre Forest

A field within the 
woodland treated 

as an orchard 
meadow



Checkley

Broadmoor 
Common

Two Herefordshire 

commons into which trees 

have been incorporated.



Keltney Burn, Perthshire



Woodmeadow Trust

Hagge Wood meadow, 
Escrick Estate, Yorkshire






