Happy New Year to our supporters! Below is our first update of the year which includes
information on some interesting upcoming events, funding opportunities, and some great news
about CS rates for species rich grasslands and SFI. Don’t forget to register your species-rich
grassland on the Priority Habitat Inventory to take advantage of the new improved rates.

1. Upcoming events:

The Grassland Gap: is flower rich grassland the poor relation compared to
other farm habitats? -

with speaker Jo Riggall, Grassland ‘@ l a n t | ' fe
Advocacy Officer for Plantlife.

Join us on Zoom — 28" February at 7pm-— 8:30pm.

Payment rates for flower-rich grassland in countryside stewardship have more than doubled
in 2024, but is permanent flower-rich grassland still the poor relation compared to other farm
habitat?

Be inspired by Jo about what it might take to fill the gap through Policy and Practice.

Hear about Plantlife’s work on irreplaceable grasslands, government and private funding
streams, planning and much more. Discover how Herefordshire grassland managers can
benefit and contribute to ensure better outcomes, incentives and rewards for the work that
Herefordshire Meadows members and farmers are already doing and planning for the future.

A Zoom talk with questions and discussions (field visit with Jo planned for near future)
Bookings are open, at Bookings@herefordshireruralhub

Natural Flood Management Project drop in session on Tuesday 6™ February
at Hereford Town Hall.

Find out more about Herefordshire’s NFM project, meet the project team, and find out how
the project is being delivered in your catchment — with funding until March 2027 (more info
regarding the project in a brief report below).

Book a place via nfm@herefordshire.gov.uk by 30" January.

Herefordshire Grassland Society Winter Program at Grange Court,

Leominster, HR68NL starting 7pm Rural Hub
Meetings for farmers on a variety of topics: Herefordsh’lre
20th February - FI’OHI kllOWillg to dOing. .o Helping Rural Businesses Thrive

- Dr Judith Batchelar OBE, Deputy Chair of the

Environment Agency & Honorary President of the British Nutrition Foundation.
Herefordshire Rural Hub and Herefordshire Grassland Society Facebook Group have more
info about these events.

Winter Walks with the new Herefordshire Winter Recording Group

A new wildlife recording group in Herefordshire, interested in recording bryophytes (mosses
and liverworts) and other species of interest. Winter walks at a variety of interesting
locations with bryology enthusiasts and experts. Contact Suzanne at
suzanne@lowerhazlefarm.co.uk to sign up to the contact list.




2. Catch Up

Oxford Real Farming Conference

The 15th annual Oxford Real Farming Conference took place on 4-5% January, with many
interesting talks and discussions — many of which are available for viewing online here.

ORFC attracts farmers, growers, activists, policymakers and researchers from around the
world who are interested in transforming our food system, and was set up as an alternative to
the Oxford Farming Conference, which happens at the same time.

Subjects include agroecology, regenerative
agriculture, organic farming and indigenous
food and farming systems. The broad

- - OXFORD
programme delves deep into farming
practices and techniques as well as addressing n E Al
the bigger questions relating to our food and FARM
farming system. EONEERENEE

A call for submissions goes out in May, and
tickets are available from September. The
programme is announced in November.

Today program appearance for Herefordshire Meadows

Herefordshire-born singer and
UN Environmental
Ambassador Ellie Goulding
was guest editor of an episode
of the Today programme on

| BBC Radio 4 this December.

- The episode focussed on a

~ variety of environmental issues
including diverse swards, with
a visit to Broadward Hall to
talk to farmer Ben Andrews and
Caroline Hanks (HM) about the
benefits of Ben’s recently
established species-rich
floodplain meadow.

There is also a visit to
Bodenham Lake to talk to
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust
staff about the importance of
the site and how the bird

! populations have increased.

You can listen to the show online Here, with the segment about Herefordshire beginning at
around 14:22minutes



3. New Opportunties:

Natural Flood Management Project

Herefordshire Council are working with Balfour Beatty Living Places, the Wye and Usk
Foundation and Severn Rivers Trust, to deliver the Herefordshire Natural Flood Management
(NFM) Project.

We are very excited that species rich grassland creation has been included as one of the
fundable NFM options in recognition of the positive impact deep-rooted broad-leaved herbs
have on improving infiltration rates and the soil’s water holding capacity.

If you are in one of the seven priority sub-catchments and have an area of grassland of at least
lha you would like to enhance get in touch info@herefordshiremeadows.org.uk.

More info about the project and a list of catchments involved can be found here.

Herefordshire NFM Catchments:
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Good news from DEFRA about new rates for flower rich
grassland.

Recent good news from DEFRA included new rates for species rich grassland, and we are
celebrating with the Floodplain Meadow Partnership that floodplain meadows now have a
special rate of their own too. We await further announcements from DEFRA and hope that
this will be the start of recognition and reward for the great work you’ve been doing over
many years.

There are new options available in SFI, changes of rates and new options in CS and a
combined SFI and CS offer promised for later in 2024. You can read more here: Full SFI
handbook that was updated in January 2024 and Technical annex on Combined SFI and CS
offer.

While we wait for the “devilish details” we want to highlight GS6 this month; the payment
rate having more than doubled to £646 per hectare. DEFRA will shortly announce the



schemes that will include GS6 in 2024, which might include Mid Tier, Higher Tier and the
Combined SFI and CS offer.

Because eligibility for GS6 requires your grassland to be on Natural England’s Priority
Habitat Inventory (PHI) it’s time to get ahead now. You can check which fields are
already on the PHI by looking on Magic maps, and if you want to submit data to the
PHI you can do this yourself using the guidance and resources on our Survey and
Monitoring page.

Herefordshire Meadows advisers can help with surveys and assessments this summer,
hopefully in time for 2024 applications and certainly for 2025, at our usual hourly advisory
rates.

We should point out that to make this worthwhile for landowners, farmers and surveyors your
grassland will have at least 4 key indicator plants growing “occasionally” or “frequently”
across each field. Examples include knapweed, ox eye daisy, bird’s foot trefoil, lady’s
bedstraw, yellow rattle, meadow sweet, orchids, pignut etc. The recording sheet that we use
gives a more complete list of indicator species.

Contact Meadows Advisers Rory Johnson, Carys Solman and Caroline Hanks
through info@herefordshiremeadows.org.uk to book a survey.

It would help us if you can indicate the number of fields to survey, their size and location,

together with past management, previous survey records, and scheme options and the
expected timeline for your 2024 scheme applications.

Workshops and FREE 1:1 confidential advice from Herefodshire

Rural Hub.

Thinking about how to prepare your business for change?
Herefordshire Rural Hub is here to help...

Access workshops and FREE 1:1 confidential advice with
expert advisers to get guidance for your farm about:-

e Environmental schemes including SFI

e Tax and Accounting
» Succession Rural Hub “m
e Soil Health Herefordshire

* Carbon efficiency
» Diversification... and many other topics

Want to know more?
Email livy@herefordshireruralhub.co.uk or call 07930 121838




Wye Adapt to Climate Change?

Herefordshire Wildlife Trust, Wye Valley National Landscape and Radnorshire Wildlife
Trust are working with farmers and landowners along the River Wye and its catchment,
looking at natural solutions to adapting to and mitigating against climate change.

We are offering free farm visits and Opportunities Reports for tenants or landowners, as well
as sign posting to funding and, where possible, assistance with applications. Opportunities
will include sustainable land management, nature-based solutions and natural flood
management.

If you are a farmer or landowner in Herefordshire within the Wellington Brook catchment,
the Yazor Brook catchment or between Bredwardine and Hay-on-Wye (see map), and are
interested in being a part of this project please contact:

Holly Thompson, Programme Officer h.thompson@herefordshirewt.co.uk
Tel: 07535 655483
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Calling all Meadow Restoration site owners in Herefordshire!

Whether you’ve been part of one of our projects or been enhancing your meadows under your
own steam we want to thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm.

Winter is a good time for us to collate records before the start of the next season of survey
and restoration work, so please take the opportunity to:

o Send us your completed rapid grassland assessment survey sheets with 10 quadrat
data and any BeeWalk survey data to: info@herefordshiremeadows.org.uk or to your
meadows adviser.

o Consider adding your restoration site to the Buglife B-Lines map as one way to
evidence all the great work going on in Herefordshire — it’s quick and you will see some
Herefordshire sites there already. You don’t have to be on a B-line either.




Thanks to all who have already sent in survey sheets and put your meadow restoration on the
B-Lines map!

Donate:

We are now fully registered for donations through the Charities Aid Foundation (CAF). If you
would like to make a donation to support the preservation, restoration and creation of species
rich grasslands across Herefordshire you can do this by following this link.
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/23639#!/DonationDetails

Follow us: n @ m

We now have Facebook, Instagram and Linkedin accounts. Please like and follow us.

Herefordshire Meadows Team



