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agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria
bedstraw, heath Galium saxatile
bedstraw, ladies Galium verum 
bedstraw marsh/fen Galium sp.
betony Betonica officinalis
common bisort Bistorta officinalis
bird's-foot trefoil, common Lotus corniculatus
bird's-foot trefoil, greater Lotus pedunculatus
bitter-vetch Lathyrus linifolius
bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta
bugle Ajuga reptans
burnet- saxifrage Pimpinella saxifraga
buttercup, bulbous Ranunculus bulbosus
buttercup, creeping Ranunculus repens
buttercup, meadow Ranunculus acris
cats ear, common Hypochaeris radicata
clover, red Trifolium pratense
clover, white Trifolium repens
cowslip Primula veris
cuckoo flower Cardamine pratensis
dandelion Taraxacum officinale
dropwort Filipendula vulgaris
dyer's greenweed Genista tinctoria
eyebrights Euphrasia agg.
fairy flax Linum catharticum
field wood-rush Luzula campestre
goatsbeard Tragopogon pratensis
burnet, great Sanguisorba officinalis
burnet, salad Sanguisorba minor
harebell Campanula rotundifolia
hawkbit, autumn Scorzoneroides autumnalis
hawkbit, lesser Leontodon saxatilis
hawkbit, rough Leontodon hispidus
hogweed, common Heracleum sphondylium
knapweed, black Centaurea nigra
lady's mantles Alchemilla agg.
lesser spearwort Ranunculus flammula
marsh marigold Caltha palustris
meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria
milkworts Polygala sp.
mouse ear, common Cerastium fontanum
mouse ear hawkweed Pilosella officinarum
orchids Various (give detail below)
ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare
pepper saxifrage Silaum silaus
pignut Conopodium majus
plantain, ribwort Plantago lanceolata
Common meadow rue Thalictrum flavum
ragged robin Lychnis flos-cuculi
Saw-wort Serratula tinctoria
scabious, devil's-bit Succisa pratensis
Scabious, field Knautia arvensis
self-heal Prunella vulgaris
sorrel, common Rumex acetosa
sneezewort Achillea ptarmica
speedwell, germander Veronica chamaedrys
speedwell, marsh  Veronica scutellata
stitchwort, lesser Stellaria graminea
tormentil Potentilla erecta
trefoil, lesser Trifolium dubium
marsh valerian Valeriana dioica
Vetch, common Vicia sativa
vetch, tufted Vicia cracca
vetchling, meadow Lathyrus pratensis
violets Viola sp.
Water avens Geum rivale
water-dropwort, Corky-fruited Oenanthe pimpinelloides
water-dropwort, Narrow-leaved Oenanthe silaifolia
water mint Mentha aquatica
wood anemone Anemone nemorosa
yarrow Achillea millefolium 
yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor
small blue-green sedges Carex sps.
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Random stops 

A) Wildflowers/sedges. Positive Indicator species in bold.                          
Add any extras beneath A
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Farm: 
Field Parcel No:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 total Freq.

cocksfoot Dactylis glomerata
common bent Agrostis capillaris
creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera
crested dog's tail Cynosurus cristatus
meadow brome Bromus communtatus
meadow fescue Festuca pratensis
meadow foxtail Alopecurus pratensis, 
perennial rye grass Lolium perenne
quaking grass Briza media
red fescue Festuca rubra
meadow-grass, rough Poa trivialis
meadow-grass, smooth-stalked Poa pratensis
soft brome Bromus hordeaceus
sweet vernal grass Anthoxanthum oderatum
tall fescue Festuca arundinacea
Timothy Phleum pratense
yellow oat grass Trisetum flavescens
Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus

C. Weed species - Negative indicators
cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris
bracken pteridium aquilinum
dock, broad-leaved Rumex obtusifolius
dock, curled Rumex crispus
nettle Urtica dioica
ragwort, common Jacobaea vulgaris
ragwort, marsh Jacobaea aquatica
thistle, creeping Cirsium arvense
thistle, spear Cirsium vulgare

Total number vascular plants per m² stop including grasses

Please refer to guidance on the Herefordshire Meadows website when carrying out this survey
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Random stops 

Estimate % cover of indicators of waterlogging, such as large sedges, 
rushes and reeds.  Should be no more than 20%

Additional notes

Estimate % coverage of wildflowers and sedges as opposed to grass 
(excluding white clover, creeping buttercup, and negative indicators).  
Should be 30% or more.      

Estimate % cover of bare ground (including localised areas, for example 
rabbit warrens, but not including rock exposures, stones, pebbles and 
flints).  Should be no more than 10%.

Estimate % coverage of rye-grasses and white clover

Estimate % cover of weed species/negative indicators listed above.  Should 
be no more than 5%

Estimate % cover of trees and shrubs across the whole parcel or grassland 
feature.  Should be no more than 5%

Survey method: Walk in zig-zag pattern through the field/grassland feature, making 10 evenly spaced stops to survey a metre square area.                                                                                                         

Frequency Scores:     Rare = 1 or 2  stops  out of 10       Occasional =3 or 4 stops out of 10         Frequent = 5 or more stops out of 10 

Additional species

B) Grasses

Send this survey sheet and the additional required evidence to habitatinventories@naturalengland.org.uk


