
Priority Habitat Inventory - Lowland Meadow 

Evidence Requirements 

 

1. Field parcel number(s) if available, or central grid reference(s).  
2. A map or sketch showing the extent of the grassland feature within the parcel(s).  
3. Photographs of the grassland. 
4. Signed licence agreement 
5. If known, state if the parcel(s) have been managed previously as arable or improved 

grassland, or if they are unimproved.  
 

Also provide the following evidence on a per parcel (or part-parcel) basis using the 
Herefordshire Meadows Lowland Meadow PHI survey sheet:  

1. Species list/s with frequency data, taken at 10 evenly spaced metre² quadrats whilst 
walking in a zig-zag pattern across the field. 
- There should be at least two frequent & two occasional indicator species for the 

grassland to meet PHI criteria, (or for condition B - 3 occasional, or 4 present) 
- 1 or 2 stops out of 10 = Rare 
- 3 or 4 stops out of 10 = Occasional 
- 5 or more stops out of 10 = Frequent 
(scoring diƯers for floodplain meadows – refer to NE evidence requirements document) 

2. The number of vascular plant species per m², including grasses. 
3. An estimate of the % cover of rye-grasses and white clover.  
4. An estimate of the % cover of wildflowers and sedges throughout the sward (excluding 

the undesirable species listed below and creeping buttercup and white clover) - this 
should be 30% or more.  

5. An estimate of the % cover of undesirable species (creeping thistle, spear thistle, curled 
dock, broad-leaved dock, common ragwort, common nettle, marsh ragwort, cow 
parsley and bracken) - this should be no more than 5%.  

6. An estimate of the % cover of bare ground (including localised areas, for example rabbit 
warrens) - this should be no more than 10%.  

7. An estimate of the % cover of trees and shrubs – this should be no more than 5%.  
8. An estimate of indicators of waterlogging, such as large sedges, rushes and reeds – this 

should be no more than 20%.  
 
(e.g. An area of 10 cm x 10 cm within the m² quadrat constitutes cover of 1%) 
 

If you have marshy grassland, or grassland with a diƯerent mix of species to those listed on the 
Lowland Meadows recording sheet, you may have one of the other priority habitat grasslands 
such as Lowland calcareous grassland (e.g. common rock-rose, wild thyme, carline thistle), or 
Lowland dry acid grassland (e.g. heather, bilberry, sheep’s sorrel).   

Refer to the Natural England Evidence Requirements document to ensure you are surveying for 
the correct priority grassland habitat, and that you are providing all required evidence. 

 



Priority Habitat Inventory - Lowland Meadow 

Mapping 

Magic Maps: 

1. Check it is not already mapped under > Habitats > Grassland. 
2. Get central OS Grid Reference if you lack field parcel number. 
3. Measure the area of the parcel or part-parcel (i.e. extent of grassland feature). 
4. Judge the spread of your 10 random quadrat stops by eye, or: 

- draw a zig-zag route across the grassland feature & measure its length.  Divide this 
length by 12 to get the distance between your 10 survey stops.   

 

 

5. Print a map of the parcel or use your RPA map 
6. Sketch on map to show excluded areas and extent of the feature (use Google aerial 

photos to check accuracy. 

 


