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HEREFORDSHIRE MEADOWS 
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SEPTEMBER 2024 

Seeding at Theresa Jones and family’s farm at Lower Court,
Kinsham with Croft Running Club.

The main September task for Herefordshire
Meadows has been preparing and seeding our
2024 restoration sites.

We are creating new species rich grasslands
across the length and bredth of the county
this year. From Ross-on-Wye to Wigmore and
from Cradley to Kington, in total we are
supporting the establishment of over 60ha
(150 acres) of new floodplain and lowland
meadow. 

Dewy mornings and slightly wetter weather
meant soil moisture content was ideal for
restoration work at the beginning of the
month, however as the heavy rain set in
towards the end of the month, it’s the
centuries old logistical battle of farming
versus weather as we try to find a window to
get the kit onto the field to carry out the last
ground preparation work for the season.

 

Meadow Restoration 2024

Ground preparation underway
at a site in Bromyard.

It has been a busy month for the team as we
have been working to carry out all the ground
preparation and seeding work on our 2024
meadow restoration sites before the ground
conditions become too wet.

The shortening of daylight hours, temperature
drop and increased rainfall has seen the
arrival of grassland fungi. We will be holding
our annual Waxcap Walk on Monday 4th
November. See page 2 for event sign-up
details. You can all get involved by helping
Plantlife with their 2024 Waxcap Watch
campaign. Full details and lots of great
resources can be found here. 

As a charity, much of our work depends on
generous grant-funded project work. Last
year, we collaborated with invertebrate
charity, Buglife to restore 18.1 hectares of
wildflower meadow within one of their B-
Lines in North Herefordshire. The project
wraps up next month with a final end of
project webinar showcasing all that has been
achieved (find out more on page 2)

As always, it’s not too late to submit your
annual surveys, and for those considering
restoration work next year, we’re on hand for
1-1 site visits and support.

Testing out a new seed
spreader on loan from Ecohab
Wildflowers 
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Mowley Valley evening walk with uncut refuge areas in the margins.

Regenerative
Grazing video
from Agricology

Events 

Waxcap Watch

Catch up 
Get the Marches
Buzzing end of
Project Webinar

 

Herefordshire Meadows
Advisory services
Did you know that Herefordshire
Meadows offers a tailored grassland
advisory service? 

We will come and assess your grassland,
provide management suggestions to
support greater diversity and signpost to
grant funding where relevant. No site is
too big or two small and we charge by the
hour so smaller sites will be more
affordable. 

If you would like further information
including an initial quotation contact us at
info@herefordshiremeadows.org.uk or
send us a message through our website. 

Could your land be selected
as a Local Wildlife Site
(LWS)? 

If so then please get in touch with Toby
Fountain at Herefordshire Wildlife 
Trust: t.fountain@herefordshirewt.co.uk
to discuss a survey and assessment that
will be put to an independent panel of
ecologists co-ordinated by Herefordshire
Council. 

You can read about two Herefordshire
Meadows members who went through
this process in 2022 in our April 2023
newsletter. If so then please get in touch
with Toby Fountain at Herefordshire
Wildlife Trust :
t.fountain@herefordshirewt.co.uk to
discuss a survey and assessment that
will be put to an independent panel of
ecologists co-ordinated by Herefordshire
Council. 
You can read about two Herefordshire
Meadows members who went through
this process in 2022 in our April 2023
newsletter. 

Do you have good quality flower rich
grassland with at least four key indicator
species frequent in the sward? e.g. bird’s
foot trefoil, knapweed, ox eye daisy,
orchid, pignut, meadow vetchling, 
tormentil, yellow rattle, goatsbeard,
burnet saxifrage etc, present in at least 5
out of 10 stops across the whole field 
Are you interested in your meadow being 
assessed for Local Wildlife Site status? 
You can find more information about what
this means here. 

Donate
We are now fully registered for donations 
the Charities Aid Foundation 
(CAF). If you would like to make a donation 
to support the preservation, restoration 
and creation of species rich grasslands 
across Herefordshire you can do this by 
following this link.

Follow Us
We now have Facebook, Instagram and 
Linkedin accounts. Please like and follow 
us. 

Monday 4th November 10.00-
12.00 – Waxcap walk at
Sturts North with fungi
expert Jo Weightman

Join us for an autumnal ID day at Sturt
North led by Jo Weightman, the
Herefordshire Fungus Recorder and
courtesy of the Herefordshire Wildlife
Trust. 

Spaces are limited and bookings will be
taken on a first-come-first-served basis
through the Eventbrite page here where
you can also find further information
about the event. 

Wednesday 2nd October
19:00 - 20:15 on Teams

Join Buglife, Herefordshire Meadows and
Telford & Wrekin Council to celebrate two
years of work restoring habitats along the
B-Lines in Shropshire and North
Herefordshire. 

To book a free place, visit the event page
TryBooking page or email
Emily.Hughes@buglife.org.uk.

Running a seeding day with 29 Reception and Year 1 pupils from
Fownhope Primary School at a site near Ballingham. 

The seeding events have been a brilliant
opportunity to engage with local communities
as several site owners invited local groups to
help in the process, from primary schools to
running clubs, providing those involved with a
tangible connection to the meadow as they
watch it develop and thrive for years to come.

The new meadows will make a valuable
contribution to the natural capital of the area,
providing important ecosystem services,
habitat for pollinators and other wildlife, while
also being integrated into productive farming
systems providing nutrient dense hay for
livestock.

We would to thank our funders and partners;
the Malvern Hills and Wye Valley National
Landscapes and the Environment Agency but
most importantly we would like to thank all
the land managers without whose support
none of this would have been possible.  

A new series of videos and webinars have
been created as part of the ‘Agroecology:
Facilitating Mindset Change’ project. 

In this video, Nikki Yoxall talks about her
business Grampian Graziers which she
runs with husband James. Working with
landowners, they use their native breed
cattle to manage pasture, woodland and
hill ground with the cows acting as
ecosystem engineers.

Nikki explains their year-round grazing
strategy, including how to optimise
grazing management to provide the cows
with a fresh bite of grass every day. By
ensuring the grass maintains its living
roots, it allows it to recover faster after
grazing and improves soil health. 
You can watch the video here.
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