Meadow Monitor Volunteers 2026

Volunteer Role Description

About the role

Role title Meadow Monitor

Short description Visiting known Herefordshire landholdings to build landowner
relationships and re-survey restored meadows to evaluate
condition and success.

Where will you be volunteering? | Local to you (within an area defined by you on your

application).

When will you be volunteering? End of May to mid-July.

Commitment required Minimum half-day per ‘site’ (variable depending on site size)
not including travel. At least 1, preferably 2-3 sites per
volunteer.

Why do we need you for this role?

We are seeking local community members to support Herefordshire Meadows to survey and
evaluate the long-term outcomes of meadow restoration. Building the network will enhance our
ability to understand longer-term outcomes and demonstrate success. Linking local people
interested in nature will enhance community spirit and build positive connections. The
information gathered will be used to guide and support future restoration and creation of species
rich grasslands.

What can you expect to gain from this role?

You’ll become a valued part of the Herefordshire Meadows team who are all passionate about
improving the county for nature and for people. It offers a chance for you to do something new, to
help nature, to access the countryside off the beaten track, meet others within your local
community and develop a relationship with local people and places. Experience habitat
restoration in practice and how it can be evaluated; skills and understanding developed through
the role could also be a useful addition to your CV if desired. This is flexible volunteering, not
needing a regular commitment, and can be fitted around your life and availability.

What support do we offer?

Training and support to upskill volunteers via bespoke events and initial survey support from a
Herefordshire Meadows team member. We provide basic field guides and can loan out hand
lenses if required. The volunteer network will be supported and connected via exclusive events
and communications.

Please note that we are unfortunately unable to offer out of pocket expenses during this pilot
project phase but are actively seeking future funding to support volunteers and grow the
programme.
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What do we ask in return?

Selected applicants to attend in-person training in late May 2026. A commitment to visit at least
one ‘site’ allocated to you, preferably 2 - 3. The first visit to a site will be made in tandem with a
team member from Herefordshire Meadows. You’ll need to donate at least half a day of your time
to undertake each rapid monitoring method survey, record data and take photos. Attend a final
event at summer’s end to collate data, evaluate how it went and celebrate achievements.
Undertake to preserve confidentiality, act appropriately whilst representing us, follow our
methods and working guidelines and let us know as soon as possible if unable to complete tasks or
attend appointments. Enter into an informal agreement for the duration of this role (not a
contract).

What skills or experience are required?

Some ability to identify broad leaved plants (not grasses/sedges) and a willingness to learn others,
especially ‘indicator species’ (training and support provided). Experience in conducting botanical
surveys would be helpful, especially for the more complex sites.

You will need sufficient personal mobility and fitness to carry out a field survey, sometimes walking
over relatively rough terrain/uphill. Ability to reach Herefordshire’s rural meadow sites and
training events (own transport or access to someone else’s) is helpful. You’ll need an email address
as it would be impractical to manage this project by post or telephone.

We would like to be as inclusive as possible and, if you are keen to help, but this current role
seems unsuitable for you in these respects, please do get in touch (email address below).

How to apply

Complete the application form

If you cannot complete the online form, please get in touch with us at
info@herefordshiremeadows.org.uk and we can send you an alternative version by email.

We will reply by EMAIL in the first instance to let you know if we have managed to match you with
site(s).

*Application form full URL:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=eKzRvv10mUejSc6Qc7ICGxXhakOKXv5Dh
weP1QhccD5S5UREXKTVY4VEWS5TkhJViM3VVRQVENVRUNKTS4u
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