
 

Useful books, guides, videos and  
equipment  
 

HM Rapid Monitoring Method  

Use the survey sheet in the ‘Survey Materials’ folder for monitoring of the meadow – we’ve updated 

this based on feedback so please check you have printed off the 2025 version and are not hanging 

onto an old one. 

All recorders monitoring progress post-restoration, remember the following basic points: 

•  We ARE NOT asking for records of grasses, sedges or rushes during your 10 random stops as 

it is very difficult to obtain sound data and adds greatly to the time taken (however you may 

of course record them for your own reasons if you wish). 

• We ARE asking for records of ALL broad-leaved herbs you encounter in your sample, whether 

on the list or not, so add in additional species in the blanks provided.  These additional 

species can provide valuable insights when we assess the whole dataset for the County. 

• Don’t guess i-d if in difficulty – there are many resources available to help now including apps 

(see later section for more): 

➢ i-Naturalist – an online platform or app. Add your observation and what you think 

it is, with a photo and AI will offer suggestions: an ‘expert’ will verify. 

➢ Picture This is a useful app from Google Play, also Flora Britannica or you can use 

Google lens on your android or i-phone BUT use these carefully as they are not 

always correct. Sense check using a key or i-d book/guide. Useful to get you started 

if you can’t figure out what you are looking at! 

• You can upload a few in-focus images to the shared area if you are really stuck. Create your 

own subfolder with your name and make sure all images are labelled with location date and 

sample number. Please do not upload hundreds of images as the team will not have time to 

check them all. Try to identify first and only upload a CLEAR image if you’re stumped and 

think it might be something different to your existing species list. 

• Remember there is a column for species you note during your W-walk but which do not 

crop up in the sample.  Again, filling this in can provide useful extra information but don’t try 

to get every plant in the field. Observe as you traverse between spots and briefly check any 

areas that look ‘different’. 

Rapid Monitoring Method training  

Video on You Tube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svqVlloPRWg 

Please watch this as a refresh on how to ensure you are taking representative samples across your 

field parcel. 

Field guides and books 

Collins Wildflower Guide 2nd edition, Streeter et al.  

The Wildflower Key by Francis Rose  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svqVlloPRWg


 

Wildflowers of Britain and Ireland by Roger Phillips (updated edition) 

Field Studies Council Grassland plants 1 and Grasses guide  

Pocket Guide to Wildflower Families, Faith Anstey  - with BSBI video on how to use 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSZNoTQ02_8 

Excellent grass ID guide A Field Guide to Grasses, Sedges and Rushes by Dominic Price for the Species 

Recovery Trust (alternative shop here A Field Guide to Grasses, Sedges and Rushes | 

SpeciesRecoveryTrust)  

‘Big Meadow Search’ books 1 & 2 £10 each from bigmeadowsearch@gmail.com. Big Meadow Search 

book 1 “A guide to grassland indicator plants and some of their associated species” features >165 

plant species and a range of invertebrate, gall and fungi associates. Big Meadow Search book 2 

covers another 200+ plants and associated species. Email for further details and payment options. 

Website https://bigmeadowsearch.co.uk/ 

Plant Identification Web Resources 

Useful website from Botanical Society of Great Britain and Ireland https://bsbi.org/plant-id-getting-

started 

Our HM online resources including Stuart Hedley’s herbarium sheets of “problem pairs”, wildflower 

i-d guide, seedling guide and key to yellow dandelion composites of Herefordshire 

www.herefordshiremeadows.org.uk/resources/survey-monitoring/ 

Cambridge wild flowers blog spot on hawksbeards 

https://cambridgewildflowers.blogspot.com/2019/02/hawksbeards-crepis-capillaris-crepis.html 

Beaked hawksbeard identification notes 

www.wildflowersofireland.net/plant_detail.php?id_flower=615&Wildflower=Hawk%27s-

beard,%20Beaked 

Plant Identification Videos 

Meadows grassland flower identification for beginners by Moor Meadows (12.5 minutes) Wild 

Flower Identification - A Beginner’s Guide - YouTube 

Intro to meadow grasses by Moor Meadows 30 minutes Grasses ID for beginners - Learn to identify 

common meadow grasses with ecologist Hannah Gibbons. 

Identifying Wild Flower Families Identifying Wildflower Families - YouTube 

Derbyshire WLT Beginners Wildflower ID webinar 

Grasses, sedges and rushes for Absolute Beginners www.youtube.com/watch?v=CHIzh40Q64g 

Plant Identification Apps 

• i-Naturalist (Android/Apple) https://www.inaturalist.org/ 

• Flora Incognita (Android/Apple) https://floraincognita.com/flora-incognita-app/ 

• Google Lens (Android/Apple) https://lens.google/intl/en-GB/howlensworks/ 

• Picture This (Android/Apple) https://www.picturethisai.com/ 

• Plant Net (Android/Apple)   https://plantnet.org/en/ 
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Equipment 

Hand lenses ideally x20 (or x15; x10) good range of quality and price available from NHBS or can be 

loaned from HM. 

 

 

https://www.nhbs.com/1/singlet-hand-lenses?q=&hPP=60&idx=titles&p=0&fR%5Bhide%5D%5B0%5D=false&fR%5Blive%5D%5B0%5D=true&fR%5Bshops.id%5D%5B0%5D=1&hFR%5Bsubjects_equipment.lvl1%5D%5B0%5D=Field%20Study%20Equipment

