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Restoration Site

Background and motivation for restoration: the field on
which the meadow was created is part of a scheduled
monument: the outer bailey of a Norman castle once
existed at the edge, looking out towards Wales. The
2020 meadow restoration was a way to create a habitat
which would be valuable for biodiversity but not affect
the remains of the castle.

Size and aspect: 0.7ha, gentle south-east facing slope.
Soil profile before restoration: P: 1; pH: 5.6. Clay, free
draining due to slope, lower section boggy and hence
was not part of the restoration.

Original use: permanent pasture (sheep and before
2005, horses). Unploughed in recent memory.

AR e

—— I —

Grass Cut 38 Scarification ™ Seeding == Sheep Grazing

August 2020: The grass was cut and collected with a ride-on mower.

Sept 2020: Brush harvested seed collected from nearby, old species-
rich meadows was broadcast across the site by hand. Sheep were
introduced at a low stocking density to trample in seed and eat the

Capital costs. Site preparation costs - £210. Seed—cost - £700.

Including spot treatment of weeds, tine harrowing, broadcasting seed and rolling.

Funded by Plantlife and the Duke of Cornwall's Benevolent Fund.

Figure 1. A motte and bailey castle © Causeway Coast and Glens Borough
Council

Restoration Process

The ground was surface scarified with a tine harrow.

aftermath growth.




Impact of Restoration

Just one year after restoration began, the average species diversity of
broadleaved plants per m2 in the field had more than doubled (Figure 3).

This food source has had a knock-on effect up the food chain. The number of
bees spotted during a Bee\Valk survey almost tripled between 2020 and 2021,
and bird species spotted feeding on wildflower seeds include less common
species such as nuthatches and flycatchers.

Hay production remains good at approx. small square 70 bales from 0.7ha.
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Unimproved grasslands often preserve
nationally important Scheauled
Monuments, which are protected by law
from damaging works. Maintaining these
Sites under grass is the best way to
protect their condition and visibility, and @

Average species diversity

farmers play a vital role in preserving
them for future generations. Where a 2020 2021 2023
proposed site falls within a Scheduled —— i i e

area, you can access further information Figure 3. Plant species richness calculated using a representative sample of 10
through quadrats; weed species not included.

(NHLE).

Lessons Learned

A meadow is a highly suitable habitat to create on a scheduled monument. It provides shelter and food for wildlife
and, when managed without ground disturbance, is unlikely to damage below ground archaeological remains. In
this case, surface scarification using a tine harrow avoided soil disturbance that could affect buried features.
Permission and advice should be sought from Natural England and Historic England before beginning restoration,
and before taking any soil samples.

On sites where grass is very long or thatch is heavy, it may be necessary to reduce sward height through a
combination of grazing and cutting and collecting. When cutting and collecting with a ride-on mower, blades should
be set to the highest setting to avoid jamming and excessive thatch removal.
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https://beewalk.org.uk/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results/?size=n_24_n
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results/?size=n_24_n

